Stroke Order Principles

1. If a character has a top half and a bottom half, do the top half
first.

2. If a character has a left half and a right half, do the left half first.
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3. If a character divides diagonally, do the part in the upper right
triangle first, and then the part in the lower left trlangle

T~ s TE S A s D g S O

4. If a character has an outer part and an inner part, do the outer
part first (except for a closing stroke on the bottom if present),
and then do the inner part (and then close the bottom if
necessary.

If there is a "top knot," do it first.

6. Start writing horizontal strokes or nearly horizontal strokes at
the top.

(O
Q@
Q—=a_a



7. If a vertical stroke cuts through one or more horizontal strokes,
write the strokes it will cut through first, and then do the vertical

stroke.
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8. If there is a bottom-closing part, draw that after all the
"insides" of the character
have been written.
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9. If the character is symmetrical from left to right, do the center
part first, then the left, and finally the right.

N~

10. If there are any dots or miscellaneous short lines (except for a

central dot at the top of a character), do them after the main part
of the character has been finished.
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